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We can now 
announce that the 
Society has its own 
website.  We have 
frequently in the past 
talked about it but 
finally, in the best DIY 
style, we have seized 
the initiative and set it 
up ourselves.  
 
Gill Battye has put in 
all the hard work, 
from first learning 
about the technical 
side to successfully 
getting it up and 
running.  The 
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Ranmoor Society is 
now accessible to 
anyone across the 
globe. 
 
The fact that we have 
done this “in house”, 
rather than getting an 
outside designer, has 
lots of practical 
advantages for us.  In 
particular, it means that 
we can make changes 
to the site immediately 
and at no cost. 
 
For example, anyone 

could have found out 
the details of our 
2011 programme 
back in November, 
although this 
newsletter is the first 
opportunity we have 
had to otherwise 
publish it.  
 

Non-members can 
find out how to 
become members 
and can learn more 
about the area and its 
history.  We welcome 
historical queries 

  

from anyone. 
 
So please, if you can, 
log on to 
www.ranmoorsociety.
org and tell us what 
other features you 
would like it to include. 
Tell your friends too, 
wherever they are. 
 
One point to note:  
There is no space 
between “ranmoor” and 
“society” in the 
address! 
 
 

It’s that time again. To wish all members a 
Happy New Year and then to ask you to pay 
your subscriptions for 2011, all in the same 
breath!  
 
This year we even have had the temerity to 
increase the subscription by £1.00, although 
having said that, it hasn’t been changed for 
about five years.  Our main costs are the 
meetings (renting the room and paying for 
speakers) and photocopying the newsletter 
and other items.  Now there is also the small 
cost of hosting the website each month.  The 
increased subscription will allow us to ensure 
that unforeseen costs (such as the 
replacement projector last year) can be 
covered without breaking the bank.  Most 
people agree that the cost of membership 
remains very good value.  See next year’s 
programme on the right. 
 
Please return the subscription form attached 
to this newsletter to Carolyn Feely our 
membership secretary. 

Programme for 2011 
 

Jan 18th Annual General Meeting 
Brief progress reports, and then a little bell-ringing 

Feb 15th The History of Sheffield’s Newspapers 
A story of change over the last two centuries  

March 15
th
  Sheffield Theatres in the Nineteenth Century 

An almost forgotten picture of local theatre life 
 

April 19
th
  An Introduction to Investigating Family History 

How to carry out  your own research 
 

May 17
th
  The Foundation of Sheffield University 

With contributions made by Ranmoor residents 
 

June 8
th
  Summer Walk  

Stroll with a local expert around High Bradfield 
 

June 21
st
  Early Sport in Sheffield and its Suburbs 

How our ancestors took part in local sporting clubs 
 

Sept 20
th
   Remembering Ranmoor’s Fallen 

Impact of World War One on some Ranmoor 
families 
 

Oct 18
th
  Sheffield’s Heritage of Steel 

The great companies of yesteryear 
 

Nov 15
th
  Crosspool and Around 

Local memories and  photographs 
 



 
 

 
A 1874 map of the Ranmoor Crescent Estate, 
produced to encourage investors to purchase building 
plots, first brought F.E. Leggoe to our notice.  Other 
documents showed that he was the 32 year-old 
occupant of West Lea (now the Ranmoor Parish 
Centre) on the newly-built Ranmoor Park Estate, and 
that he simultaneously owned several plots of land 
either side of Ranmoor Road, all with building 
potential.  He subsequently built Ranmoor Grange on 
one of these plots.  Other Leggoe sites became the 
terrace of houses on Ranmoor Road, the shops on 
Fulwood Road, and Marr Terrace.  
 
The previous (1871) census revealed Frederick 
Leggoe to have then been a “steel manufacturer” 
living in Wharncliffe Road and to have been born in 
Attercliffe.  Further delving showed that his father, 
William, was a grocer and tea dealer in Rotherham 
but had originated in Cornwall.  Whilst living at West 
Lea, F. E. Leggoe was listed as an accountant. 
 
His building activities began in Ranmoor with a large 
L-shaped stable block just to the west of West Lea, 
presumably as a commercial venture.  But by 1876 
he had also built himself a fine villa, Ranmoor 
Grange, in front of and adjoining his stable block.  To 
do so he demolished a smaller house closer to 
Ranmoor Road called Ranmoor Cottage.  It was 
probably at this time that the lodge at the junction with 
Ranmoor Park Road (which predates the Grange by 
some years) became part of his estate. 
 

 
 
 

Now he was submitting plans for the construction of 
12 houses with outhouses between Ranmoor Road 
and the Bulls Head pub (i.e., Market Street which 
later became Marr Terrace).  At this time he was 
incurring the wrath of John Edward Bingham, one of 
the pillars of the Ranmoor establishment and by now 
the owner and occupier of West Lea.  Why?  We 
don’t know exactly, but according to the latter his 
plans would represent an encroachment on Upper 
Ranmoor Road causing its diversion, and in some 
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way “would be detrimental to the church at 
Ranmoor”.  Leggoe seems similarly miffed with 
his next-door neighbour and fellow town 
councillor.  He had argued in the council 
chamber that Bingham “has built a stable slap 
up against my drawing room”.  Bingham had 
countered by accusing his neighbour of “placing 
privies close against his wall”.  (See above 
photo.) 
 
What had always intrigued us was Leggoe’s 
sudden disappearance from Ranmoor within a 
few years after this auspicious start.  It seems 
likely that he overreached himself financially. (In 
addition to his local developments, he was 
building another estate in Worksop.)  And the 
economy took a turn for the worse. 
 
In 1879 Ranmoor Grange was put up for sale 
(along with other plots of land) and in 1881 he 
filed for bankruptcy with liabilities of £25,000.  
Thus ended an influential six or seven years in 
Ranmoor during which time he had also lost a 
1-year old son and a 4-year old daughter, both 
buried in the General Cemetery. 
 
What eventually happened to him?  We have 
traced his subsequent move to Matlock Bath 
where, after his wife died in 1883, he became 
proprietor of the Albert Heights skating rink (a 
kind of Victorian fitness centre?). At the time of 
the 1891 census he was still there, now 
proprietor of the Promenade Restaurant. Ten 
years later he turned up as a Salvation Army 
Officer in Hackney London!  By 1908 he was 
back in Matlock, now a House Agent and 
Accountant. He finally passed away aged about 
74 in Bakewell. 
 

  

  

Ranmoor Society Committee 2010 
 
Chairman Andrew Swift 268 5158  
Secretary Gerald Eveleigh 230 1992 
Treasurer Gill Battye  230 1596 
Archive Peter Warr  230 9174 
Planning  David Barber 230 4717 
Membership Carolyn Feely 230 7421 
General David Everingham 230 6041 

www.ranmoorsociety.org 

Ranmoor Grange built 1876 by F. E. Leggoe 


